Faith Formation Programs at OLPH 
Informal Formation

Liturgy of the Word with Children- Liturgy of the Word with Children occurs  on Sunday morning DURING the 9:15am Mass, year-round. During the Mass, all children ages 3 – 10 are invited to come forward to the altar for a blessing. After the blessing, a catechist meets them, and escorts them to a quiet location outside the sanctuary, where the readings and the Gospel are proclaimed to the children in language they can more readily understand. The catechist/leader then “breaks open the Word” to the children, using age-appropriate examples. Sometimes the children may do a simple craft or a coloring page. The children return quietly to the sanctuary after the homily for the remainder of the Mass.
· This activity is part of the Mass.  

· All children ages 3 – 10 who are present for Mass are invited to participate. 
· There is no registration form or fee.
· Volunteer leaders are always needed for this program. The commitment is for one month only; we provide all necessary resources.

Formal Weekly Instruction  for Children and Youth
YEARLY REGISTRATION AND TUITION FEES APPLY
1. “Churchmice” Pre-K- This is a regular class in our Religious Education program, for pre-school age children (3- 5 year olds who have not yet begun kindergarten). The children meet in a classroom with a catechist from 9:15am – 10:15am. Together the children learn about our Catholic faith through story, song, crafts, and discussion.  The children begin to learn Bible stories and basic prayers. Children receive a weekly newspaper called “Seeds”, which serves as their text for the week.
· This program is optional.
· Meets on Sunday mornings, 9:15am – 10:15am

2. Elementary Program – Weekly classes for children in Grades K-5 are held on Sunday mornings. The children meet in grade level groups, with a catechist assigned to each group. Each child receives a textbook to enhance instruction. The calendar of classes generally follows that of the local public school districts for holidays and vacations. There are approximately 24 classes each year. Instruction flows from the curriculum for each grade level set by the Diocese of Buffalo. (cont’d, next page)
· Third graders will take a diocesan-wide assessment test in the spring.

· In January, children in Grade 2 begin preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation. In February, children in Grade 3 begin preparation to receive their first Holy Communion. Detailed schedules for sacramental preparation will be distributed in the fall.
· Children must be enrolled in some manner of formal faith formation program for at least one complete year prior to receiving a sacrament (Diocesan policy). 

· Classes meet on Sunday mornings, 10:25am – 11:40am.

3. Middle School - Young people in Grades 6, 7, and 8 attend weekly classes on Tuesday evenings, from 7:00pm – 8:15pm. There are approximately 24 classes per year. Instruction is based on the curriculum set by the Diocese of Buffalo. Each student receives a textbook. 
· Seventh graders will take a diocesan-wide assessment test in the spring. 

· All students in grades 6, 7, and 8 are required to participate in two (2) Christian  service projects each year.

· All students in grades 6, 7, and 8 are required to attend one (1) four-hour retreat during the religious education year. Boys and girls may select the retreat date that best suits their family and school schedule.
4. High School- Teens in Grades 9 and 10 attend classes on Sunday evenings. Our program is based on the curriculum set by the Diocese. Teens engage in a variety of mini-courses that reflect the hallmarks of Christian identity: our profession of faith, prayer, sacraments and worship, and living a moral life.  
· Class begins each week with the celebration of the Mass at 6:30pm. THIS IS A MANDATORY PART OF CLASS; ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND MASS! The 6:30pm Mass is open to the entire parish; families and friends are more than welcome to attend.
· Young people are encouraged to participate in one of the various ministries of the Mass each week: greeting, ushering, altar serving, lectoring, or participating in our music ministry. This can count toward the yearly community service requirement (2 projects/10 hours).
· Classroom instruction immediately follows the Mass , from 7:30pm -8:45pm (Continued, next page)
· In addition to attending Mass and classroom instruction, young people enrolled in our high school program are required to participate in two (2) Christian service projects during each year.
· Tenth graders who desire to receive the sacrament of Confirmation begin the preparation course in the spring semester of their sophomore year, and receive the sacrament in the fall semester of their junior year.
Generations of Faith
***Once-a-month, intergenerational instruction for the entire family held at Saint Vincent de Paul Parish in North Evans. 

People of all ages and status in life are invited to take part in Generations of Faith.  In this program, there is a single over-all theme that is studied throughout the year by all ages.  Each session begins with a meal and time to mingle with other participants. Following the meal, everyone gathers for the opening prayer and general theme talk, after which the group may be divided into age-level groups, in order to delve into the night’s topic in the most appropriate way (child, teen, and adult groups).

Recommending points: Generations of Faith helps the family be “on the same page” as far as instruction goes. The entire family is learning about the same topic during each session, at an age-appropriate level. It is great for families of mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to learn about the Catholic faith.  The format helps people of all ages to appreciate the communal dimension of faith. 

